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How the crisis is affecting the next generations 
Eurochild launches report on the heavy impact on children & young people based on evidence collected 

through its membership 

For more than two years now the crisis is having a heavy impact on the daily lives of millions of families, children and young 

people. Evidence suggests that the economic downturn affect disproportionally children and families. Consequences are 

multiple and of different nature: 

• Absolute poverty levels are on the rise  

• Unemployment hits marginalised groups hardest   

• Salary cuts increase in-work poverty levels  

• Young people lack job prospects  

• Growing Numbers of children at risk or in the public care system  

• Children’s mental health is suffering  

• Squeezed family budgets affect children’s diet and health  

• Family tensions and discrimination is increasing 

And the recession continues to claim victims as governments adjust to new financial and economic uncertainty, by cutting 

public spending to reduce public debt. Eurochild is particularly concerned about cuts to vital benefits and services on which 

millions of families and children rely, including high quality public education from an early age.  

And there are some alarm signs that policy makers tend to ignore the social impact of the crisis and aggravating social 

policy cuts: Earlier this month, the European Commission published the Annual Growth Survey which focuses exclusively on 

growth-enhancing initiatives and the need for fiscal consolidation, putting even more pressure on Member States to reduce 

public deficits quickly. The impact on the growing number of children at risk is disregarded.  

The governments’ responses to the crisis should reflect on the type of society we want in the future. We believe that supporting 

every child to realise their full potential is not only a moral obligation, but also an economic necessity. Unless children’s well-

being becomes a driving force in the inception and implementation of national policies, we risk a "lost generation". Or even 

more. In order to avoid this scenario, Eurochild is calling to: 

• Ensure a quality work/family life balance for parents  

• Strengthen early intervention and prevention services for families  

• Ensure access to high quality inclusive education for all  

• Invest and protect children’s mental health and well-being  

• Protect and increase budgets targeting children and families  

• Strengthen family- and community-based care for children in alternative care 

Children’s well-being and eradication of child poverty must be a priority of government policy in efforts to learn the 

lessons from the economic crisis.  

Eurochild Secretary General, Jana Hainsworth said: "The evidence from across Europe is extremely worrying. Vulnerable 

children and families are the biggest losers from current austerity measures and the effects will be felt long into the future. 

Politicians need to wake to their short-sighted vision and take action to avoid a lost generation."  

Click the link below to download Eurochild's report "How the economic and financial crisis is affecting children & young 

people in Europe - Report by Eurochild based on evidence collected through its membership".  

The report will be officially published today on the occasion of the European Parliament's AGORA on Crisis and forms of 

Poverty.   

   (Link: http://www.endchildpoverty.eu/eurochild/fileadmin/ThematicPriorities/ChildPoverty/Eurochild/Eurochild%20Crisis%20paper%20- 
%20How%20the%20economic%20and%20financial%20crisis%20is%20affecting%20children%20and%20young%20people%20in%20Europe.pdf) 

 



 

Notes  

• Find here the link to the EP AGORA (Link: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/parliament/public/static 

Display.do;jsessionid=C7400D206531C6444A73F6DD16347050.node2?language=EN&id=70). 

The Programme can be downloaded here (Link: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/pdf/agora/2011/ 

AGORA_citoyenne_programme.doc).  

• Find here (http://www.eurochild.org/http:/) more about the European Commission's Annual Growth Survey  

• Eurochild's End Child Poverty campaign website in 16 languages can be found at www.endchildpoverty.eu  

• Find here more information about Handing-over of the campaign signatures to Commission President Barroso, 

Commissioner Andor and several MEPs (Link: http://eurochild.org/index.php?id=208&tx_ttnews%5btt_news 

%5d=1363&tx_ttnews%5bbackPid%5d=185&cHash=b59bc574218841f3732d0a2fec5d6f26).  

• Find here the links to Eurochild's Facebook (http://www.facebook.com/endchildpoverty.eu) and Twitter 

(https://twitter.com/Eurochild_org) pages.  

• Eurochild is an international network of organisations working in and across Europe to improve the quality of life of 

children and young people. Eurochild’s work is underpinned by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 

Child (UN CRC). We aim to involve children and youth organisations from across Europe in the EU’s social inclusion 

strategy and to facilitate the exchange of good practice. Eurochild’s main focus is the fight against child poverty and 

social exclusion. 
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